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Editorial : Falling Economy & Rising Attacks

Mobilize the People to Rise
Against Rulers’ Attacks

Srilanka is not alone. It may be more advanced on the road.
Implosion of economy built under the aegis of imperialist powers,
pursuing export led growth and seeking foreign investments as the
engine to spur growth has not been accidental. The causes of this
implosion are rooted in the very economic model some of whose
features are given above. Tragedy is for the people who are bearing
the brunt of this collapse.

World economy dominated by imperialism is in extremely
deep crisis resulting in intensification of all the basic contradictions
of imperialism. Contradiction among imperialist powers has become
particularly acute as imperialist powers resort to war to overcome
the crisis and shift more and more burden on the people. Since the
explosion of world financial economic crisis from 2008 onwards,
imperialist system has been living on borrowed times. On the one
hand, capital accumulation has speeded up and concentrated more
and more, and on the other pole poverty including what is called
absolute poverty has grown with growing inequality. The basic
feature of capitalist crisis that is crisis of overproduction i.e.
production not backed by effective demand, has assumed menacing
proportions. More and more debt driven consumption has become
an increasingly prominent feature with global debt having grown
over three and a half times (355%) of global GDP. Debt servicing
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reportedly consumes 12% of the GDP even at the extremely low
interest rate. With expansion of currency especially in imperialist

countries during Corona pandemic prices of essential commodities
are rising sharply and developed countries are recording very high
inflation levels. To control inflation interest rates are being hiked up
which will lead to even greater share of world GDP going for the
interest payment, one estimate by John Smith shows the share
would double if the interest rate goes even up by 2% sucking a very
large part of the value generated by the world economy.

Intensification of inter-imperialist contradiction on the basis
of US withdrawal from Afghanistan in defeat has led to war in
Ukraine. Sanctions imposed by western countries against Russia for
its invasion of Ukraine to stop eastward expansion of NATO has
resulted in disruption of world trade and especially affected supply
of fuel, food and fertilizer to name a few. It has led to worldwide
crisis of essential commodities especially in the backward countries
which are dependent on imperialism to different degrees. No
imperialist country is coming forward to help them. They are only
bent on extracting more out of the crisis, further burdening people
and creating conditions of uprisings and revolts in a number of
countries. These uprisings are against the havoc created by
neoliberal economic policies and plunder of their natural resources
and exploitation of their labour power. While people are mostly
reacting to abysmal conditions of their existence, ruling classes of
these backward countries who have mostly been junior partners in
loot and plunder of their countries, are showing only hope in
securing bailouts from international financial institutions dominated
by the same imperialist countries.

While Indian rulers are displaying bravado in tackling the
choppy waters of economy, their nervousness is showing through
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and with time their tone is also changing. Intensification of
contradiction among imperialist powers is for the time being giving
them scope to pat their backs as different imperialist powers are
courting them. Uncertainty looms over how long this situation will
continue and it cannot but have implications for the economy.

Indian rulers have long been parading their big foreign
exchange reserves implying that India faces no crisis on this score.
However, forex reserves of India have fallen by over 62 billion
dollars over last few months reaching almost 580 billion dollars.
That level may not be alarming. However, payment of interest and
installments are due in near future reportedly amounting to 243
billion dollars. Alarming trend is foreign capital going out of India
due to rise in interest rates in their home countries. Nearly 32
billion US dollars have gone out over last two months. It may not
take very long for this ‘un-worrisome’ situation to turn worrisome.
India too like many other backward countries has pursued export
led and FDI dependent model of development. All talks of “Make in
India” are essentially for creating more conducive environment to
attract foreign capital from western imperialist countries especially
in view of their deteriorating relations with China.

Govt.’s nervousness is being shown by divergent steps it has
taken of late. Central Govt. has reduced special excise duty on
petrol and diesel to absorb to an extent the rising prices of crude oil
in international market. This is also due to cascading effect of rise in
prices of petrol and diesel on prices of almost all commodities and
that may affect their sale in the market. Despite empty boast of
“feeding the world” Central Govt. banned exports of wheat when it
discovered lower production of rabi crops and due to its deliberate
ploy to let corporate purchase most of the crop from the farmers
through traders. This failure was because Govt. not able to
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purchase enough to ensure implementation of its existing schemes
and food grain reserves. Central govt. has also lowered custom
duties on edible oil and pulses of which India is a large importer
again thanks to policies pursued by successive govts. And to raise
the revenue Govt. has imposed GST of 5% on hitherto exempted
articles like packaged food which affect common people especially
middle classes and even working people in cities. Govt. had also
imposed windfall tax on the earnings on domestic extraction of
crude oil and also increased tax on gold import. Though there is a
design in this apparent madness, but the imbalance of the economy
cannot be remedied by these stitches here and there; by a cut and
paste job.

India has had a large current account deficit. Large part of
this deficit is contributed by excess of imports over exports i.e.
trade imbalance. Current Account Deficit is expected to reach 3% of
GDP this year; for comparison it was 1.2% of GDP last year. The
root cause of this deficit lies in the very structure of Indian imports
and exports. Most of Indian imports are vital, with important effect
on economy while Indian exports are largely not of that effect on
importing countries. The biggest import is of crude oil which
accounts for two fifth of Indian imports (over 38%). With prices of
crude oil escalating in international market, the burden is
increasing. Other vital imports are pulses, edible oil and fertilizers
to name a few. These are essential for people or have effect on
economy including agriculture. With trade imbalance deteriorating,
Indian rupee is under pressure and has already reached Rs.80 for
every dollar to which rising interest rates in USA are also
contributing. The declining value of rupee makes imports costlier
thereby further increasing trade imbalance. Indian Reserve Bank
has intervened to check rise in value of dollar by releasing dollars in
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the market. This intervention has its limits besides further eroding
forex reserves of the country. Such erosion takes place at a slow
rate but cannot extinguish the effect of trade imbalance with India
importing machinery, equipment and technological knowhow.
Indian ruling classes, through new economic policies, have
increased their dependence on imperialist countries and now
chickens are coming home to roost.

Trade imbalance is also rooted in the different values of
products of imperialist countries like USA and backward countries
like India. Trade is basically exchange of labour incorporated in the
commodities but the value of the same is determined by imperialist
countries. The difference between nominal GDP and purchase
power parity GDP is an example of how labour is valued differently
including in international trade. With value of rupee declining
steeply, exploitation of the toiling people of the people of the
country will increase further as India will have to shell out greater
products of labour to meet even the essential imports. This
imbalance is built in the present world economic system dominated
by western imperialist countries. Countries like India face this very
delicate situation of shelling out greater and greater values.

Indian rulers being aware of the impending downturn which
may be catastrophic in intensity, are taking steps to cut the
expenditure. The recently introduced Agnipath scheme of
introducing fixed term contract employment in the combat forces
has its roots in cutting down or not increasing capital expenditure on
armed forces. Expenditure on a number of social sectors has been
curtailed. Some of the cuts are openly claimed but mostly
surreptitiously implemented. Brazenness of the present ruling
dispensation can be seen from the assertion of Foreign Minister
Jaishankar who praised his Govt. for managing Corona pandemic
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effectively and ‘economically’. The latter is the most significant as
Indian Govt. reduced allocation on Health by 10% in 2021-'22
Union Budget as compared to Revised Estimates of the expenditure
on this head in earlier year. How this played out is known to every
Indian who witnessed the misery and helplessness of the people
during second wave from April ’21. Expenditure on Education was
similarly cut as was expenditure on Scientific Research.

Besides cutting expenditure on mainly social sectors Indian
rulers are continuing to roll out the red carpet to corporate including
foreign corporate. Attempts to deprive workers of their hard won
rights are still on in the form of the sword of four Labour Codes
hanging over their head. They are amending Forest Conservation
Rules to allow handing over of mineral rich land to corporate.
Recently Indian Prime Minister has held a summit with US, Israel
and UAE and agreed to open food parks in India. One of the
purposes of these ventures is “These investments will help
maximize crop yields and, in turn, help tackle food security in South
Asia and the Middle East”. These echo the avowed purport of now
repealed three black Agri Acts, only this time it is being done in a
gradual manner.

Besides these economic measures, Indian rulers are also
intent on deepening communal polarization in the country and
intensifying repression on the people. These measures being
unleashed relentlessly show the intent to pre-empt people’s
resistance to economic attacks which requires unity of the people.
How far these will give immunity to the rulers is though doubtful.
These conspiracies could not crush the farmers’ movement against
farm laws. Such conspiracies lie in shambles in Srilanka where
Sinhala majoritarianism had bred authoritarian Rajpakshe rule and
militant religious organizations of majority religion could not rescue
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the rule once people were on the move. Probably aware of such

situation and yet helpless, except doing the only thing they are
expert in doing, the present rulers are intensifying their communal
fascist drive.

As the burden on the people is increasing and their
conditions are declining with further threat of decline, it is time to
mobilize people to rise in defense of their rights. By drawing people
into struggle, they can be made of aware of the conspiracies of
present rulers against them, their interests and their livelihood.
Building such movements requires boldness in taking up issues as
well as flexibility in uniting all sections that can be united in such
people’s movements. These movements hold the future and save
the people from despondency. It is indeed tragic that a country of
such vast fertile land, rich mineral resources and huge laboring
masses should face the perilous conditions in which rulers have
thrown them. The tragedy must be ended. The revolutionary and
democratic forces must rise to the occasion and play their due role.

HRERN
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Protest Against Bulldozer Raj
and Implication of Activists ;
Unitedly Rise Against Onslaught
of Fascist Rulers

As was widely expected after assembly elections in
February March 2022, ruling RSS-BJP has intensified its fascist
campaign to crush all dissent under the boots of security forces.
RSS-BJP has made the most populous province of Uttar Pradesh an
advanced laboratory of their Hindutva fascism. Their campaign has
been widened to disturb and destroy the economic life of a section of
the citizens of the country- Muslims. The attack is no longer
confined to incarcerating people in prisons on trumped up charges,
to unleashing police brutalities including killing in firing, to denying
every semblance of democratic rights. These measures continue
and are intensified but also the ambit is enlarged to destroy their
property and means of livelihood. This is aimed at terrorizing the
whole community. The Bulldozer has emerged as a new symbol of
fascist rulers who are also crushing under it the very concept of
India as enshrined in the Constitution. RSS-BJP Govt. is working
overtime to close the democratic space which was opened by
historic farmers’ movement against three black Agricultural acts
and Electricity Bill. The breach is not only being repaired but
cemented over.

Ruling RSS-BJP has asserted their right to destroy the
means of livelihood and places to live of those who dare challenge
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their communal fascist agenda. It is all done in the name of
demolishing illegal constructions and it is the Admn. run by RSS-
BJP which decides what is an illegal construction. This linkage is
meant to crush the very right to dissent what if it is written in the
Constitution and guaranteed by laws of the land. Reddis and
rickshaws, means of earning livelihood of many urban poor, are not
only removed but crushed by bulldozers as in Jahangirpuri and
several other places in Delhi. Notices are issued with back date and
no opportunity is given to the person targeted. The victims know of
the action when it is actually done i.e. when bulldozers come to
demolish their residences. By linking the very right to means of
livelihood and shelter to the exercise of the right to protest, fascist
rule has taken the present attack further. This pattern has become
familiar for several months in the RSS-BJP ruled states.

When BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma hurled insults on
Prophet Mohammed and BJP media cell chief Navin Jindal tweeted
insults, they were doing what has been the routine exercise on the
part of the functionaries of ruling dispensation. This attack came in
the backdrop of intensifying attacks on the Muslim minority in the
country. It widened the ambit from Muslims in India to Islam itself.
However, this attack was resented by a number of Muslim majority
countries especially countries of West Asia. Their opposition
unnerved the ruling dispensation in the context of volatile
international situation and some token actions were taken against
the erring functionaries. But this did not and could not signify any
correction on behalf of the ruling dispensation. The ‘correction’ they
have made is that they have intensified attacks on Muslims to
correct any impression that so-called action against BJP
functionaries is anything but for international audiences.

Protests against insults to Prophet are being held in many
July - 2022 10




NEW DEMOCRACY

parts of the country and these are being crushed with severity
using disproportionate force. In crushing these protests, the
activists who had participated in the people’s protests against CAA-
NRC-NPR are being falsely implicated in the protests. This is being
deliberately done to punish them for daring to raise their voice
against acts of this Govt. In Prayagraj (earlier Allahabad), AIKMS
General Secretary Com. Ashish Mital has been falsely named as a
participant in the protest on 10" June 2022 and senior police official
have charged him and others for instigating violence. Police and
Admn. did not hide that this is being done to punish him for
supporting protests against CAA-NRC-NPR. This is being done
with scant regard to facts e.g. Com. Ashish had been in the Court the
whole day having been summoned for threat of breach of peace and
Admn. has been well aware of this. Buildings of so-called
masterminds of protests in Prayagraj and Saharanpur have been
demolished. They also displayed their patriarchal attitude when
they demolished the house in Prayagraj to punish an activist though
the house belonged to his wife.

Bulldozer raj marks the new phase of rule of fascists and UP
has emerged as the advanced laboratory for their Hindutva,
Gujarat having been the first laboratory of RSS-BJP. The same Yogi
Govt. is doing everything to protect Union Minister ‘Teni’ accused
of organizing crushing of agitating farmers under a car. There have
been increased attacks against Dalits, Tribals and women.

It is noteworthy that higher judiciary is not being seen doing
enough to protect people’s rights under the Constitution and laws of
the land. It is especially significant as these attacks are being
launched in the name of enforcing laws and regulations.

Intensification of these attacks is being done at a time when
condition of the people is worsening. Unemployment has risen to
July - 2022 11




NEW DEMOCRACY

alarming levels. Rise in the prices of essential commodities has
further increased burden on the people. The unsettled international
situation continues to contribute to increasing hardships of the
people. Fearing people’s unrest, RSS-BJP has been forced to reduce
special excise duty on petroleum products which it had imposed
when crude prices were low in the international market, but they
are acutely aware of the growing restiveness of the people. They
may be unnerved how economic hardships have demolished the
hegemony over power in Srilanka of Rajapakshe clan who thrived
on consolidation of Sinhala Buddhist chauvinists. RSS-BJP’s attacks
to close the democratic space for the expression of people’s anger
represent both their desperation as well as design.

These attacks call for a serious fight back to protect the
democratic rights of people, right to life and means of livelihood of
minorities, and to fight the attacks on the means of livelihood of
common people. These attacks call for a united response from all
the forces opposed to these attacks even including those who have
been and also those who have not been steadfast in their opposition.
The attack is very thorough and intense and hence response has to
be commensurate to the attack.

CPI (ML)-New Democracy condemns demolition of
properties of Muslims and demands end to bulldozer raj.

CPI (ML)-New Democracy condemns framing of false cases
against activists who had participated in the protests against CAA-
NRC-NPR including Com. Ashish Mital, General Secretary of
AIKMS and demands immediate withdrawal of such false cases
against him and other activists.

CPI (ML)- New Democracy calls on all forces- political
parties and mass organizations and individuals- to unite to oppose
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this brutal attack on the minorities especially Muslims. Let all rise
against this fascist onslaught including attacks on the rights of
states.

CPI (ML)-New Democracy calls for intensification of the
struggle of different sections of people to safeguard their interests
from the attacks from the fascist rulers.

Central Committee,
CPI (ML)-New Democracy

June 14, 2022
HRENE

‘Agnipath’ Bursts The Unemployment Cauldron !

Fixed Term Contract
Employment Reaches Army
Combat Units as Unemployment
Situation Worsens

Educated youth poured into streets to express their anger
over the Central Govt. announcement of contract jobs in the Army
for four years with only a fourth of them to be absorbed in the
Army. With sky high unemployment (youth unemployment nearly
26%) and no proper jobs in the Govt. and public sector (most of
these contractualized), educated youth’s hope of Army recruitment
providing secure employment was dealt a severe blow and they
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came out in protest, braving assault by the police. This explosion
was waiting to happen. It has challenged the ambit of Govt. policy of
contractualization which has now hit even the combat units of
Army. These protests, drawing large number of students and
educated youth, deserve to be supported.

The Central Govt. had itself tried to kill two birds with one
stone. On the one hand is the severe economic crisis. Even as the
Govt. does its best to stoke its virulent anti Muslim agenda to
distract the people, it is quite aware that the economy is in dire
straits. It is aware of the acute danger of deepening economic crisis
with potential to draw masses into struggle. This can jeopardize its
Hindutva project like Sinhala chauvinists are being blown away in
Sri Lanka. This scheme — Agnipath- is a cost cutting measure and
the recruits — Agniveers- the contract combatants. Several leaders
from civilian and military fields are openly saying that this would
free necessary funds for ‘modernization’ (procuring equipment
mostly from foreign countries) of Armed Forces by cutting down
expenditure on Military personnel, their pension and on their
medical and educational benefits.

Unemployment remains very high with share of industrial
production in GDP progressively declining, the price rise is back
breaking, there is a wheat crisis in the world, the all out PSU sales
have few buyers and there is no deluge of foreign investment. Also
in the picture is the BJP’s electoral promise of twenty million jobs
per year for five years while the unemployment figures escalate.

In this situation, the Prime Minister has announced that 10
lakh vacant govt. jobs would be filled in 18 months. He did not say
whether this would be by regular employments. It is reported that
over 60 lakh sanctioned Govt. jobs remain vacant though the
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number is estimated to be over 1 crore. In Govt. departments,
institutions and public sector enterprises, the number of regular
employees has steadily decreased and overwhelming majority of
posts are filled with contract workers. Govt. is trying to deny
workers all benefits, reducing them to mere minimum wage even in
Govt. and public sector.

On the heels of this situation, came the announcement of the
Agnipath scheme by the Central Govt. projected as a big move for
youth. But the volatile unemployment cauldron has blown up in the
Govt.’s face and angry youth are angrily displaying anger on the
streets. Over 10 states were rocked on 16th June. Widespread in
Bihar, and also erupting in Palwal and other parts of Haryana, in
several districts of Uttar Pradesh including Bulandshahr, Gonda,
Meerut, Unnao and Ballia, in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and Delhi, protests are
bursting out. In Bihar, Govt. offices including railways witnessed
protests and railway stations saw sieges in Nawada, Sivan, Chhapra,
Arah, Saharsa, Muzaffarpur, Jehanabad, Gaya, Bhabhua, and other
districts. Protests are spreading to other states and to other regions
of the states already witnessing protests. One person has been
killed and three others are critical when police opened fire on
protesters at Secunderabad railway station. RSS-BJP is also
becoming target of this anger.

The Agnipath Scheme

The Central Govt. has announced this new recruitment
scheme for the 1.38 million strong armed forces. It will replace
existing recruitment schemes. From this year, 46,000 youth aged
between 17 and a half to 21 years and having passed 10th standard
will be recruited into the forces for 4 years. They will be trained for
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six months, and retained for three and a half years. They will be
paid Rs. 30,000 a month for the first year, Rs. 33,000 per month
for the second year, Rs. 36,500 per month for the third year and Rs.
40, 000 per month for the fourth and final year and will get medical
benefits during service. At the end of four years, three fourth will be
discharged with nearly Rs. 11 lakh package. Half of this package will
come from 30% deductions from the above given emoluments. It
means that in the four year term, a recruit will get Rs. 21,000 per
month in first year, Rs. 23,100 per month for the second year, Rs.
25,550 per month for the third year and Rs. 28,000 per month for
the fourth year. No pension, no gratuity and back on the road with a
10th class certificate at maximally 25 years of age. The Govt. says it
might give a 12th class certificate and the lump of a few lakhs is
going to breed entreprenuers! As the agitation escalated, the Govt.
raised the maximum age to 23 years as no recruitments had taken
place over last two years in the name of Covid. Examinations have
been repeatedly postponed and this announcement added to the
anger. It also hastily issued a booklet of “Myths and Facts” which
does not address concerns.

But the Central Govt. cannot hide the fact that this is a
scheme for contractualization of the lower ranks of the three forces
on one hand. On the other, it is designed to save the govt. from
paying pensions to larger and larger numbers. Third of course, it
pushes the Hindutva agenda of militarization of society along with
giving an ever increasing pool of unemployed trained in use of arms.
It might be used to swell the ranks of RSS’ armed ranks that are
anyway being openly trained in the use of arms; it could provide
armed personnel to be exploited by mafias. Their expertise may
also adopt other channels.

While the youth is afire with being rendered unemployed in
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the prime of youth, there are criticisms on additional counts. The
Govt. is vociferously denying but no one believes that this is a
further attempt to homogenize the Army whereas there have been
special regiments in the army belonging to different regions. There
are criticisms from retired members of the forces, that this
contractualization will dilute the spirit of sacrifice, risk taking. The
six month training is inadequate and officers will have to deal with
half baked recruits. RSS-BJP have been targeting different
institutions and now is the turn of armed forces.

The widespread demand is to scrap the scheme and resume
the recruitments as earlier. The Govt. is doling out sops and
wielding batons. The UP Govt. has announced it will recruit from
among the discharged youth of this scheme for its police services.
Other such announcements will follow. But the youth needs be clear
that this is a big move to push ahead to contractualize this
employment opportunity and to push down wages as well as further
dilute employment with some secure job tenure and a pension net.
Youth knows that other avenues are closed especially for common
educated youth.

It will need sustained struggle to beat back this move of the
Govt. Youth should be supported in building a broad struggle to
challenge what is part of the policy framework of the rulers.

CPI (ML)-New Democracy

June 17, 2022

0o
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The Raging Political Fire
and the Path of Ravaged
Economy

® SK

Few months ago, the video of a 19-year-old Pradeep
Mehra, working at McDonalds in Sector 16, Noida running in the
night went viral. He runs around 10 kilometres everyday after his
work. His mother is hospitalised, elder brother works in a night
shift. As his work starts at 8 AM in the morning he gets time to
practice running only in the night, to reach home and then prepare
his dinner. He practices running as he aspires to join the army. Two
weeks later, the report of 24-year-old Suresh Bhichar, hailing from
Nagaur district of Rajasthan, made it to the news as he ran for 50
hours to attend the demonstration by Army aspirants in New Delhi
over the postponement of the recruitment exam. Even as the two
incidents seem to be unconnected, yet they revealed the disconnect
between those at the helm and ground reality. Pegasus failed!

The violent protests that erupted as a response to the much
touted ‘Agnipath’ surprised some observers even as they praised
the scheme as a ‘master stroke’. In less than 24 hours, the
government has been forced to increase the upper age limit from 21
to 23, as a onetime waiver for the recruitment cycle of 2022. So
much for the wide-ranging deliberations and extensive
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consultations that were supposedly held for two years prior to the
announcement!

The disappointment among the youth is palpable despite the
window dressing and firefighting measures to diffuse the situation.
The protestors are young army aspirants. For a moment, the
‘violent creed’ could not be identified by the dress they wear. Nor is
it immediately possible to brand them as ‘anti-nationals’. An
obvious moment where bulldozers couldn’t be ushered in to teach
an immediate lesson. A Friday, when one was in doubt if it is still
followed by a Saturday!

1. That the scheme is criticised by the ‘army veterans’,
including those considered as ‘supporters’ of ruling dispensation
speaks for itself. Retired Major General G.D. Bakshi “Was
flabbergasted by the Agniveer scheme. I thought initially it was a
trial being done on a pilot basis. This is an across the board change to
convert Indian armed forces to a short tenure quasi-conscript force
Like the Chinese. For God’s sake PLEASE DONT do it.”

2. Then there are questions over how ready a soldier will be
after just six months of training (as against the ‘normal’ 3-4 years).
A military analyst, Major General Amrit Pal Singh (retired) avers
that an Agniveer joining a front-line IA unit after merely six months
of rudimentary weapons and battlefield training would definitely
end up becoming a burden on other grizzled troops in his battalion.

3. Added to that, some say, this will induce ‘unhealthy
competition” and jealousy amongst the Agniveers to make it to the
select list of 25% to be absorbed into the ranks at the end of the
four-year tenure.

4. Apart from these operational aspects, the purported
change in doing away with the state wise quota is noted by some
July - 2022 19
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with the warning that it can lead to potential ethnical imbalance in
the future army. The announcement of some state governments to
give priority to Agniveers in the police recruitment of respective
states gives rise to pertinent questions on the intent in altering the
nature of the police force in the coming years.

5. There are other serious issues. This scheme is seen as an
‘exchequer solution’ to the problem of pension payments. As some
protesters pointed succinctly, they have moved away from the
2014 demand of ‘One Rank, One Pension’ in 2014 to No rank, No
Pension’ in 2022! At a broader level the scheme should be seen in
light of the Labour Code which formally introduced the term ‘Fixed
term Employment’, yet another means of implementing
contractualisation and ‘hire and fire’ employees at will. This mode
now enters the army employment.

6. The pathetic failure in creating employment opportunities
is the result of development model and the policies pursued by the
government. The selling spree of public sector units and
implementation of labour codes foreclose all avenues for those
aspiring for a decent employment. With Agnipath, the Agniveers
are now made to tread the path of uncertainty at the young age of
21 — 25 years.

The violent protests revealed the undercurrents — unmet
aspirations of a secure future and the shrinking job opportunities in
the economy. The politics of stoking communal fire and hatred met
with a road block, with the youth rising up against the
unemployment and deprivation of job opportunities. It needs to be
seen if the PR machinery and media spin on the violence can
‘manage’ the situation.

But the problem will surely persist. Sociologists and
economists speak about social conflicts caused often by the lack of
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opportunities. According to Gunnar Heinsohn, the German
sociologist and economist, a nation’s youth bulge (a period of rapid
demographic growth because of which 30-40% of all males are aged
15 to 29) can trigger widespread social conflict, especially when
fairly large numbers of young people are educated and unable to
secure jobs. Jack Goldstone, an American sociologist, identified “an
expanding population of higher-educated youth facing limited
opportunities to obtain elite political and economic positions” as one
of the key conditions for violent social conflict[i]. The protests are a
pointer to the future.

Incidentally, Agnipath, is also a poem written by Hariwansh
Rai Bachchan.

‘It’s a great scene,

The man is walking,

in tears, sweat, and blood,

soaked, swathed,

(Walk on the) Path of Fire, (Walk on the) Path of Fire..

Whether youth want to tread the path of fire for a secure
future or for a four-year tenure is the question.

[i] https://gdc.unicef.org/resource/why-india-should-worry-
about-its-educated-unemployed-youth.
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The Rozgar Budget of
Delhi’s AAP Govt.- Evading
the Burning Need for Jobs

@® Aparna

The AAP has recently won a windfall victory in Punjab

assembly polls, riding on a ‘change’ for ‘new’ wave and flaunting a
Delhi ‘success story’. In Delhi this year the Delhi Govt. has
presented a Rozgar Budget, riveting the attention of middle class
intellectuals. A string of pronouncements created a mirage of jobs in
the Capital just rolling in.

When AAP stunned political circles by taking a massive
majority in Delhi assembly, in this magazine itself, their agenda was
defined as for liberalization with a human face. This analysis is now
adequately substantiated. It is a class attempt to show that this
system is simply being wrongly worked and therefore earning
people’s ire. It works and there is no need for revolutionary change.

To the other ruling class parties, it shows that some reforms
should be there to give some relief to common people. Around that,
even delivery of bare essential services can be packaged well and
brought with blitz to convince people that the Govt. is actually
working for their needs. Using this way, there is no need to change
the pro corporate and anti people policy framework. Rather the
practical anti people steps needed under it can also be presented as
positive steps by correct marketing techniques.
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NEW DEMOCRACY

That the policy framework of AAP is no different from the
pro corporate BJP RSS Central Govt. is clear from two recent steps.
One is the implementation of the Mandi Act (one of the three farm
laws which the farmers forced the Central Govt to withdraw) in
Delhi in January 2021 itself, even while ostensibly supporting the
farmers’ struggle against the three farm laws. Second is the framing
of rules of several of the new anti worker Labour Codes to help the
Central Govt. operationalize them, even while some state Govts
have held off.

Politically also the AAP has justly earned itself the title of B
team of the RSS. The hands off, refuse- to - intervene approach
which actually meant support to events playing out which was
adopted by the Delhi Govt. during riots in North East Delhi in a
situation where its intervention would have modified the shape of
events, was too obvious to ignore. The performance was enhanced
in the recent communal flare up in North West Delhi’s Jahangirpuri.
Here the AAP MLA visited the area when all was done and dusted.
He neither intervened to stand by the Muslim youth being targeted
by the Police, nor to help restore economic activity of the vast army
of redi patri workers, nor to save their pushcarts from annihilation
by the MCD. The municipality of Delhi is controlled by the BJP
running the Central Govt., with whom AAP is at war daily on issues
which suit it. Rather AAP leaders, including ministers, openly
organized alternative Hanuman shobha yatras ostensibly to show
contrast with BJP’s yatras. In effect the concept of the state having
no religion is openly rejected. Several AAP leaders held forth on how
it was the BJP which had settled Bangladeshis and Rohyngias in
Delhi. This was supposed to counter the BJP’s labelling of the
Muslim residents of C block Jahangirpuri as ‘foreigners and
terrorists’. This is a technique